
 

 
 
 

OVERVIEW & GLOBAL TRENDS 
• Homelessness continues to be a complex 

and common social, economic, and political 
issue which affects a significant number of 
children and adults across the UK and 
internationally 

• Causes of homelessness are multifaceted 
and can exacerbate/be exacerbated by a 
range of factors 

CANADA 
• SDG 1: No Poverty. ‘National Housing Strategy’ 

o Designed to repair and build housing units 
o Recognises the intersection of homelessness 

with other social categories e.g. sexuality & 
race 

o Aims to reduce homelessness by 50% over 
13 years 

o Egale Youth OUTReach to help homeless 
young people 

 
• SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities 

o Helps marginalised in poverty 

SCOTLAND’S ISSUES 
• Policy issues 

o Lack of affordable housing and 
temporary accommodation is expensive 

o Right to Buy Scheme abolished in 2016 
 

• Demographic points 
o 45% homeless are single male and 21% 

are single females  
o There are a growing number of children 

in temporary housing  
o People with children are spending longer 

in temporary housing than those without 
 

NEW ZEALAND 
• SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities  

o Homelessness is a major challenge for New 
Zealand  

o Its goal Is to create affordable housing for 
people who need it through the ‘KiwiBuild’ 
house programme  

 
• Challenges 

o Housing is unaffordable and limited 
o No new homes are being built  
o 40,000 increase in homelessness in 10 years  
o Government has had to scale back ‘KiwiBuild’ 

FINLAND 
• SDG 1: No Poverty. ‘Housing First Principle’ 

o Finland has almost eradicated homelessness 
through a policy which provides people with 
social housing as soon as it is needed 

o People then move through different stages 
of temporary accommodation until they no 
longer need it  

o Has exceeded its goal of creating 2500 
homes by 1000 

o 1/7 residents in Helsinki live in city-owned 
housing  

 

HOMELESSNESS IN SCOTLAND: A COMPARATIVE 
PERSPECTIVE 

• Domestic responses vary in their method and success, 
and Scotland and the UK can learn much from the 
success of other countries in tackling homelessness 
and implement similar strategies into the UK.  

• The last comprehensive study estimated there were 
100 million homeless people worldwide 

 


